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Session Learning Outcomes 

By the end of this session, delegates will be able to:

· Review and plan how best they can share and disseminate good practice through live and virtual networks, and

· Identify new ways in which they can engage with and use learning and teaching networks and associations.

Session Outline
Whether you are new to teaching and development in universities and colleges or a seasoned practitioner, it can be an isolating and sometimes lonely experience. People working in teaching and development in higher have access to a wide variety of supportive and helpful communities of practice (Wenger, 1998). But it is not always easy to work out how to select, join or participate in them. And once we are in one, we tend to stay there. Key issues to be addressed in this session therefore include:

· Locating and joining the most helpful communities with which to engage;

· Deciding your level of commitment of time and energy to a particular community (“Should I volunteer as a committee member, or just sit on the side-lines?”);

· Establishing how best to contribute to one or more groups and organisations (“Is this idea or practice good enough to share yet?”); and

· Developing co-operation with development functions and organisations beyond your current one(s).

This session is designed both to celebrate the communities now available and to offer some experience-based suggestions on establishing new communities to fit as-yet-unserved needs.

Session Activities and Approximate Timings
Panel Presentation - Three 7-minute presentations will be followed by 15 minutes of structured activities and then by a 10 minute closing panel / Q&A discussion.
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